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First Annual Law School Forum: February 23rd  
 

The newest endeavor of the Pre-Law 
Program & its students is the upcoming Law School 
Forum. The Forum will offer students the chance to 
speak with and ask questions of representatives 
from the Florida State University College of Law 
who will be participating in it.  

The Pre-Law Program in conjunction with 
the Florida State University College of Law will 
present a Law Forum on Friday, February 23rd, 
from 1:00 p.m. until 4:30 p.m. in building 14, 
rooms 1604-1606. 

The Law Forum will offer undergraduates 
details about the law school application process, 
what law school is like, the types of classes a first-
year law student takes, the importance of the 

LSAT, tips on writing a personal statement and other important matters facing students as they begin to apply 
to law school. 

“We are pleased that Florida State has agreed to participate in this Law Forum and think it will be 
quite beneficial to the UNF undergraduate thinking about law school,” Pre-Law Program Director Martin 
Edwards says.  “This will be an excellent opportunity to receive very helpful information on a first-hand basis 
without having to leave the UNF campus.” 

It is anticipated that representatives from the Florida State Admission Office will make presentations 
to UNF students.  Several representatives from the local legal community who attended Florida State will also 
be on hand to answer questions. 

A group of active Pre-Law Program students has formed a student committee to assist with the 
planning of the Law Forum.  “We’ve had a lot of interest from students who want to know more about this 
event,” says UNF sophomore Erika Wilson, a member of the planning committee.  “I think it will be a 
wonderful opportunity to have questions answered about 
applying to law school and how law schools actually look 
at applications,” she added. 

For more information on FSU’s College of Law 
visit their website: http://www.law.fsu.edu/ 

For questions about the Law Forum, please 
contact Mr. Edwards or the Program assistant, 

Catherine Moore at (904) 620-1069. 

UNF Pre-Law Program Newsletter 
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Last Semester’s Pre-Law Day  

with Speaker Roger Dodd 
An Annual Event that  

Continues to Inform Students 

Beginning ten years ago, Pre-Law Day has 
grown into a major campus event that allows students 
to explore their postgraduate options and better prepare 
themselves for law school.  

On Thursday, October 19th, 2006, the Pre-Law 
Program along with Career Services cosponsored 
UNF’s annual Pre-Law Day in the Robinson Student 
Life Center. The all-day event offered students the 
opportunity to speak with representatives from 
approximately 30 law schools including FSU College 
of Law, UF Levin College of Law, Stetson College of 
Law, Florida Coast Law School, and Miami College of 
Law. The law schools in attendance included law 
schools from the state of Florida as well as some from 
as far away as New York and California.  

In addition to the opportunity to speak with law 
school representatives from across the nation, noted 
trial attorney and media commentator Roger Dodd was 
the featured guest speaker. Mr. Dodd, who appears 
regularly on local television as an authority on trial 
practice, is featured on the national recognized film 
series, “Effective Cross-Examination” and “Killer 
Cross.” Received by a full auditorium, Mr. Dodd 
humorously reflected on his process of become a 

lawyer and his successes since those early law school years. He gave advice to students on being a 
successful attorney through personal anecdotes including a description of himself as a less than 
extraordinary undergraduate student. His speech much like his films, which are regularly shown in Mr. 
Martin Edwards’s UNF’s Mock Trial class every summer, was  “both entertaining and informative,” 
according to Program Director Martin Edwards. Mr. Edwards also remarked, “Mr. Dodd is nationally 
recognized as an expert on trial strategies and we were quite fortunate to have him speak in person to our 
students.”  

For those students who missed the Fall 2006 Pre-Law Day Event, the yearly event will be held 
again during the next Fall semester. This semester, however, the Pre-Law Program will be hosting a Law 
Forum that also addresses the issues of students who would like to attend law school (see page 1).  

Past Pre-Law Day
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In Honor of Dr. Terry Bowen 
Renaming a Student Alcove in the new COAS Building 

 
 

During the 2006 Fall semester, the Political 
Science & Public Administration Department 
discussed naming the Student Alcove, located 
on the second floor of building 51, after former 
colleague Dr. Terry Bowen. Dr. Bowen was an 
original member of the Pre-Law Program’s 
Board of Advisors. More significantly, he was 
an outstanding classroom teacher and an 
inspiration to many students.  

Dr. Bowen was admired and respected by many faculty members 
and students. This was reflected in his election to serve as the UNF 
Faculty President and as Chair of the Department of Political Science & 
Public Administration for the academic years of 2003-2004 and 2004-
2005. Unfortunately, Dr. Bowen died in a tragic car accident on August 
5, 2003, and was never able to fulfill his dream of serving the UNF 
community in those capacities.  

In honor of Dr. Bowen, Political Science & Public Administration 
faculty members & the generous members of the Program’s Board of 
Advisors collected over $2,500 towards the naming of the Bowen 
Student Alcove. This will be matched by the state of Florida, generating 
a total of over $5,000 collected for this fund.  

 
 

Pre-law Program Scholarship of $1500 
 “Endowed to help students who are dedicated to the study of the 

law reach their educational goals” 
 
 

This semester, the Pre-Law Program will be awarding its third 
scholarship to a deserving Pre-Law student. The scholarship was 
endowed by members of the Program’s Board of Advisors as a way to 
honor and assist students who wish to pursue a career in law. To be 
eligible, students must meet the following requirements: 

 

 Be currently enrolled in the Pre-Law Program 
and have been enrolled for 2 consecutive 
semesters prior to applying. 

 Must have 3.25 GPA and must maintain a 
3.25 GPA while receiving the scholarship. 

 Must be a currently enrolled, full-time 
student. (12 credit hours) 

 

We encourage all eligible students to come by the office and pick up an 
application. The deadline to apply is Friday, March 23, 2007.  

 

Applications can be picked up from the Pre-Law Program in Building 
51 Rooms 2117 or 2118. For more information please contact the office 

at (904) 620.1069. 

Dr. Terry Bowen
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Upcoming LSAT Dates 
 

Monday, June 11, 2007  
Saturday, September 29, 2007  
Monday, October 1, 2007  
Saturday, December 1, 2007  
Monday, December 3, 2007  

 Wesley Page 

 

Tackling the LSAT 
Advice from Someone Who Knows  

By Wesley Page 
 

If you’re thinking about going to law school, have already decided to do 
so, or are simply considering your options, then chances are you’ve heard about 
the LSAT. Not necessarily seen it, but heard about it nonetheless. 

The first thing you should know about the LSAT is that it is entirely 
unlike any other test you have taken. You may imagine that a test designed to 
determine your acceptance into law school would focus on the law; this is not the 
case. The LSAT is a test based almost entirely on logic and logical reasoning. 
You’ll find some critical reading skills come into play, but the heart of the test 
lies in logic. The bad news here is that few people are ever exposed to logical 
thinking in their classes. The good news, though, is that logic has rules, and by 

applying those rules you can prepare in full. Logic is merely a new 
way of thinking about issues and approaching problems, and like 
anything else it can be mastered with preparation and effort. 

The first thing you should do in preparing for the LSAT is 
this: Temet Nosce. It’s a Latin phrase that means, “Know thyself,” 
and should be our mantra for our preparations. This manifests itself 
in two ways: our knowledge of the material and our execution in our 
studying. For many, the real battle in preparing for the LSAT is not 

the concepts but the execution. We’re introducing ourselves to a new way of thinking, and we have to 
give ourselves enough time and practice to do so. What kind of study skills do you have? Can you 
keep a study schedule? Are you going to have enough time to adequately prepare all of the different 
sections of the test? You should be able to answer all these questions about yourself and be ready to 
make a study schedule that reflects it. A month is not enough time to do a good job of preparation; 
plan for at least two months, more if you can. The longer you work on these problems, the more 
natural they become to you. It cannot be stressed enough that there is no substitute for practice; the 
more you familiarize yourself with the problem types and pacing, the better off you will be. We’ll 
come back to this in a minute, because first we have to find out just how much we know. 

There are many costs involved in taking the LSAT: registration fees, time and study materials. 
It makes no sense to rush headlong into an endeavor of this magnitude without knowing where we 
stand. That’s why it’s important to know where we stand on the grading scale. In turn, that helps us 
focus our studies. For a little over twenty dollars at nearly any major bookstore you can buy an actual 
LSAT test that has been administered in previous years. Get one, and take the test completely cold. No 
prep work, no studying. Stick to the time limits and DO NOT WORRY if you don’t finish individual 
sections or don’t understand a problem; that’s part of the point. It’s important to know where you 
stand on the different areas naturally before you begin to enhance your knowledge by studying.  
            continued on page 13  

LSAT Test Preparation

The Pre‐Law Program maintains an assortment of study materials including recent LSAT 

tests, study guide booklets & videos for Program students or use and/or borrow. 

For more information please contact the office at (904) 620.1069. 

We are located in Building 51 Rooms 2117 & 2118. 
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A Note from the Director: 
 

We hope you enjoy this spring edition of the Pre-Law Newsletter. I want to give special thanks to Catherine for her 
hard work and dedication in putting it together. Many thanks also to all our students who contributed articles that helped 
make this an exceptional edition. 

Mr. E   

 
 
 
 
 

 
Free Services offered by Kaplan 

Practice Tests 
Free “Test Drive” of a standardized test allowing 
students to gain exposure to an exam without the 
pressure of an official test score and personalized 
computerized feedback outlining their strengths and 
weaknesses. Students can review the practice test 
explanations online to gain an in-depth understanding 
of how they performed on the test and why.  
 

Teach Back Sessions  
(Follow-Up to a Practice Test Event) 
A Kaplan instructor will review the practice tests 
and introduce students to Kaplan test-taking 
strategies. See first-hand how Kaplan’s highly 
effective methods help test-takers find the correct 
answer with less stress and in the least amount of 
time! 
 

 
 
Admissions and Strategy Seminars 
A Kaplan representative wills peak about the “Top 7 
Factors” for graduate school admission, trends in grad 
school applications, and the ins-and-outs of the test 
including question types, timing and score ranges.  
 

 
Personal Statement Workshops 
A Kaplan representative will guide attendees on how 
to construct outstanding personal statements for their 
application packages. Students will leave the seminar 
with a tangible theme for their own personal statement 
and a much better understanding of how to maximize 
their success on this important aspect of the 
application. 
  

For more information, please contact Ryan Hall, the Director of the Jacksonville 
Kaplan Center, at ryan.hall@kaplan.com or (904) 642.7741 or go to kaptest.com or 
call 1-800-KAP-TEST. 

 

LSAT to Change in June 
According to the December 2006 “LSAC Report”  

 

Beginning with the June 2007 administration, LSAC will introduce a variant of the reading 
comprehension, called comparative reading, as one of the four sets in the LSAT Reading 
Comprehension section. In general, comparative reading questions are similar to traditional reading 
comprehension questions. However, there is one significant difference: instead of being based on one 
longer passage, comparative reading questions are based on two shorter passages. The two passages 
together are roughly the same length as one reading comprehension passage, so the total amount of 
reading in the reading comprehension section will remain essentially the same. A few of the questions 
that follow a comparative reading passage pair might concern only one of the two passages, but most 
questions will be about both passage and how they relate to each other. More information, including test 
preparation material for comparative reading, will be available on the LSAC website (www..LSAC.org) 
in mid-February 2007./ The announcement and prep material will also be included in the printed 2007-
2008 LSAT & LSDAS Information Book (to be distributed in February 2007).  

Also beginning with the June 2007 LSAT, test takes will no longer be randomly assigned one of 
the two different kinds of writing prompt—decision or argument—for the writing sample. All test takers 
will be assigned a decision prompt. The writing sample will continue to be unscored. 

These two changes are a result of extensive research by LSAC staff and consultations with 
LSAC Test Development and Research Committee.  
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Dr. Courtwright

Dr. Deborah 
Luyster 

Proof and Self-Promotion within Personal Essays 
By Dr. Deborah Luyster 

 

Personal statements in the law school admission process should reveal the 
potential for student and lawyering success in three ways. The essay must sell the 
applicants highlighting strengths not revealed in grade point averages or test scores. 
Essays should persuade and convince admission officers that the applicants’ strengths 
and other character traits will enable them to withstand the rigors of the law school 
experience and that they will use as practitioners the expertise gained professionally and 
ethically. Finally, essays should demonstrate applicants’ mastery of critical thinking and 

writing skills and of stating and organizing an effective argument and supporting it with 
evidence concisely and articulately, all fundamental requirements for law school and 
lawyering accomplishments. 

Before writing the essay, applicants must ascertain what the particular 
admissions office deems important so that the essay is responsive to the assignment. Although most 
suggestions for an essay topic on admission forms give broad latitude, undergirding those general 
statements are clear indications of what the admission office seeks. A typical assignment is to write 
about activities or accomplishments or a particular life transforming experience that identifies 
characteristics supporting applicants’ qualifications to perform at the level law schools demand and to 
contribute to the law school environment. A proper response requires not only narrative and descriptive 
skills, but more importantly, delineating strengths and characteristics and connecting them to the law 
school experience and lawyering process. This identification of strengths and characteristics and linking 
them to legal studies and lawyering must be obvious through a thesis statement in the first paragraph of 
the essay.                                                                                                                     continued on page 14

 
Topics in Law & Society 

Dr. Courtwright’s Innovative Approach 
By Catherine Moore 

 

After years of teaching a Pre-Law Endowed course entitled “Topics in Law & 
Society” as a three credit course, Dr. Courtwright began to think that a more focused 
and topic specific class would greatly benefit students. He decided to break the course 
into three separate one hour specialized sections each addressing a single topic 
including “Violence in America,” “The Death Penalty” and “Lawyers and Lawsuits.” 
Each new course counts as a single and separate credit. If a student wishes, he or she 
may take any or all of the one credit courses.   

Dr. Courtwright, who is a history professor interested in the connection  
between legal and social history, explained, “students were not certain about the 
subject of the course” prior to this innovative change in the course’s structure. Dr. 
Courtwright wanted to offer a course that addressed “bite-sized pieces” of the original miscellany 
presented in the broader three credit course. 

As an English major with extra space in my schedule to fill, the flyers explaining the new 
courses were appealing. I only needed two credits to complete my schedule and the pick-and-choose 
structure of the courses worked perfectly. I choose to take the two courses that seemed the most 
interesting to me: “Violence in America” and “The Death Penalty”. Currently, I am taking the first 
section of the course, “Violence in America,” which began January 9th and will end February 6th. In this 
course, we analyze the political, historical, social and hereditary explantions of violence through the 
true-life account of one of New York’s most dangerous criminals in the book All God’s Children and an 
assortment of articles and films on the topic.                                                              continued on page 15 



7  UNF Pre-Law Newsletter 
 
 

Jenna Strom 

Dorrell Briscoe

Getting Involved 
My Experiences as Student Body Vice-President 

By Dorrell Briscoe 
 

 The past year was certainly a wild ride as Student Body Vice-President. It all began in February 
of 2006 when Justin Damiano asked me to run as his Vice President. At first I had no idea of what I 
was getting myself into. The campaign was at times very stressful maybe because I felt the constant 
pressure of knowing that everyday at school I would have to meet, talk and impress people wherever I 
went. Stress aside, Justin and I eventually won by just 53 votes out of nearly 2000 people that voted in 
the election.  

As we began to transition into our positions, I started to realize the 
amount of work that would be needed including organizing a team, 
completing our campaign promises and working with the administration. 
Since I was inaugurated on April 22nd, 2006, I feel that I have learned an 
incredible amount. This job has challenged me and stretched my abilities not 
only as a leader but also as an individual. Like any real-world job, there are 
people who are counting on you and need you to fulfill your promises. Those 
of us in Student Government are members of a team. It is extremely important 
for us to work together as a team to accomplish our tasks, but learning to work 
with your colleagues on a daily basis in a congenial manner can be tough 
sometimes. There are days you wish you could be alone and work by yourself, 
but there are times when you know that you have to make a sacrifice and 
continue to put the team ahead of yourself. It’s just not about you in a position 
like this. 

continued on page 15 
 

Editing the UNF Spinnaker 
By Jenna Strom 

 

 The only thing that could compete with my final year of eligibility on the 
University of North Florida swim team was the opportunity to become the Editor 
in Chief of the University’s newspaper. But when I started as a freshman, I never 
considered I’d be in a position to make that choice. 
 Swimming for a Division I team was a great experience, but aside from 
teaching me how to better manage my classes around practices, it didn’t do much 

to prepare me for law school. Sure athletics look good on law school applications, but work in 
academic extracurricular activities looks even better.  
 Through the time I spent as a contributing writer and staff editor, I learned how to conduct 
interviews, collect information and report my findings ethically. I assigned stories to my writers, wrote 
at least two stories, coordinated graphics and photographs with the art director, and designed my 3 or 4 
pages on the computer each week. I came to know the inside of the Spinnaker office like the back of 
my hand, and it became my second home. On Tuesday nights—the production night—I was 
sometimes in the office helping with final edits until 3 a.m., and in the pool ready for practice at 6 a.m. 
The nights were late and time spent sleeping was brief, but the finished product on the stands was all 
the motivation I needed to start working on the next issue.   
 When I became Editor last summer, I hired a staff of 15, recruited new talent and we began 
working to continue the Spinnaker’s reputation as a reliable news source. We had some problems the 
first couple of weeks.  

continued on page 16  
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Jennifer Dunne

Rachel Tutwiler 

Leadership Opportunities 
Sororities are More Than Parties & Friends 

By Jennifer Dunne 
 

When I entered the University of North Florida as a freshman in 2003, I 
knew exactly what I wanted to do with my life. I wanted to be a doctor. But along 
with so many other college students that soon changed. I went from pre-med to 
biology, biology to chemistry (that was short lived), then finally to criminal justice 
eventually becoming a member of the Pre-Law Program here at UNF. During my 
sophomore year I decided to go through sorority recruitment. This was a big 
decision for me, since I did not live on campus and commuted to school my first 
two years.  

In August of my sophomore year, I received a bid to be a member of Kappa 
Delta Sorority, and from that day on my college experience changed. For so many 
people that are not in the Greek system, sorority and fraternity membership is 
nothing but a way to have access to more parties and friends. I am constantly 
reminded of the common misconception that I "pay for my friends." Yes, there are 
parties, I pay dues, and I have more friends than I can keep track. However, for many of us in the 
Greek system joining a fraternity or sorority has given us endless leadership opportunities.  

I became President of Kappa Delta Sorority in December, 2005 and have recently ended my 
one year term. I would not change the experience that I had while being president for anything in the 
world. I had to deal with many situations that other college students do not have the opportunity to 
experience, and many of those situations will help me in my future law career.  

continued on page 17
 

 

Diversifying our Campus 
By Rachael Tutwiler 

 

 When I first arrived as a UNF freshman student in 2004, I never imagined I 
would gain the opportunity to impact the lives of my peers and serve our campus on 
their behalf. In fact I thought I’d keep my job working at the community credit 
union until I crossed the stage on graduation day, diploma in hand, ready to seek a 
job related to my major. At that time, I had my mind set on majoring in psychology.   
 A lot has changed since then, in fact, a whole lot. Now it is spring 2007, my 
first semester as a college senior. My major is Political Science with two minors; 
one in Public Administration, the other in Communications. I work on campus as 
the Director of the African American Student Union (AASU), leading one of UNF’s 
four agencies of Student Government. It’s safe to say that it has been nothing less 
than an honor to grow as an individual and a leader through the many roles I’ve 

been able to play in AASU over the past few years.   
 Growth is the goal of most people when they decide to pursue higher education. Growth is 
something that many experience, without even knowing that a change is taking place. Growth is a 
word that I would say accurately depicts the whole nature of the many developments currently taking 
place at the University of North Florida. It is for these reasons that I say growth, in many senses, 
should be viewed as a very subjective term. AASU has grown immensely over the small number of 
years that I’ve been a part of it. This is in part because the number of recruited minorities has 
increased, causing our campus to become so much more diversified. 

 continued on page 17 
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The entrance to the University of 
Florida Levin College of Law’s 

reading room. 

On Being Accepted: 
A Former Student’s Feelings  

About Entrance into Law School 
By Elora Andrade   

Former Pre-Law student, Elora Andrade, currently attends the University of Florida Levin 
College of Law. When she received her acceptance letter, Elora reflected on her experiences at UNF 
and spoke about her feelings upon receipt of the long-awaited letter of acceptance to UF Levin College 
of Law: 

I have wanted to go be a lawyer since I was 7 years old. With that dream in mind, I began 
college prepared to do whatever it would take to get me where I am today. I graduated from the 
University of North Florida in 3 years, with my BA in English and a minor in Criminal Justice. I 
allowed myself to take the one year I “gained” to relax a little and to prepare myself for the LSAT. I 
took the Kaplan Prep Course which I found extremely helpful. Honestly speaking, I did not do much 
studying besides my time in the Kaplan class. In fact, I had never even seen what the LSAT looked 
like until I took the first practice test at Kaplan. Due to the fact that I did not study as much as I should 
have for the LSAT, I was really anxious during the waiting period before denials and acceptances 
would be mailed out by all the law school from which I had applied. My anxiety grew after receiving 
denial letters from Florida Coastal School of Law and the University of Miami’s law school (believe it 
or not). But then I realized that my only option was to wait for letters from UF and FSU.  

Although I did not think I had much of a chance to get in to a good law school, I never lost 
hope. The day I received that big orange envelope from the University of Florida Levin College of 
Law was unbelievable! When I looked at the envelope, I could not prevent myself from wishing and 
even thinking that it was an acceptance letter, because I had learned that the denial letters come in the 
regular sized envelope.  

However, I still didn’t believe that I had been accepted 
even after reading, “CONGRATULATIONS, you have been 
accepted to the entering 2006 fall class of the Levin College of 
Law.” Well, today I realize it was true and although it seems like 
getting accepted means everything at one point, attending the law 
school means much more than simply getting through the 
admission’s process. That letter was only the starting point. 
Getting through these three years will definitely be the hardest and 
most well-earned accomplishment of my near and immediate 
future.  
 My experiences as an undergraduate and my preparedness 
for law school are due in great part to Mr. Edwards and the Pre-
Law Program. I chose English, one of the best majors for those 
who wish to pursue law, as my major only because Mr. Edwards 
spoke with me and helped me make a decision that worked best for 
me. I took some great teachers as a result of Mr. Edwards’s 
guidance as well including Dr. Coffey in Criminal Justice, Dr. 
Schupp for Business Law and Mr. Edwards himself.  

Preparing for Law School

The University of Florida website contains information provided by their advising office 

on  how  to  prepare  for,  choose  and  apply  to  law  school.  Visit  their website  for more 

information: http://www.advising.ufl.edu/ohlpa/hbcov.html 
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Julie Simonsen 

 

1L at Stetson Law  
Dealing with the Pressures of Law School &  

Some Advice to Succeed on Your Final Exams 
By  Julie A. Simonsen 

 

As a fellow “Osprey” and member of the Pre-Law Program at UNF, I—like 
you—spent many hours in Mr. E’s Pre-Law Office. I was full of questions about law 
school, the LSAT, personal statements and applications. Applying to law school was 
an overwhelming and incredibly involved process.  But don’t worry; you are in good 
hands.  With the excellent guidance of Mr. E, I chose Stetson Law. 

Applying to law school is one thing, but attending law school is another. The 
one thing I was most concerned with when beginning law school was first year 
grades. I remember, during my first orientation day, I was looking around the room, 
wondering if I could cut it here. Everyone looked so serious that week, dressed in 
their suits, listening intently to every word by the faculty and taking notes throughout 
orientation. Shortly after classes begin, I realized that my classmates are not that 

different from my classmates in undergrad.  There are people who go out every night, come late to class 
and don’t read for class. Then there are those people who volunteer every answer, who ramble on and on 
for extended periods of time, and when his or her hand goes up the entire class groans and rolls their 
eyes. These are the two extremes and I personally would advise the “happy middle”. 

I am a “happy middle” person. The workload in law school is much higher than in college, and 
professors can tell if you are not prepared for class. The situation should be taken seriously, but not so 
serious that you become what they call the “gunner” of your class. What I mean by take it seriously is 
simply to ask yourself, “Why am I here?”   

We go to law school because we want to be lawyers. That is our training.  I try to think about my 
first job and my first clients, trying to take my courses seriously. I think to myself, “I need to learn this. 
It is important to my future and my career.” In undergrad we are just getting a degree, but law school is 
different. Law school actually prepares us for our careers. The level of learning done to get an ‘A’ in 
Statistics, European History or any other course you didn’t care about during undergrad is a lot different 
than the level of learning required in law school. Your first year courses will likely consist of Contracts, 
Property, Torts, Civil Procedure, Criminal Law, Constitutional Law and Research and Writing. These 
are the foundation of a legal education. Knowing these subjects is vital to a legal career, not just your 
grades.  I prepare myself for every class as if it is my career on the line, which will help me succeed in 
law school.  

Learning is different is law school, but so are grades. You may think you did well in any given 
undergraduate course, but so did everyone else in your law school classes or else they wouldn’t be in 
law school.  One of our speakers during Orientation reminded us of that, “you were all at the top of your 
class, and the fact is that half of you are going to graduate in the bottom 50% of this class.” Simple math 
really, but a realization that many 1Ls are not ready to accept. So, what do you do? Professors and 
faculty will tell you not to worry about grades, but no one can deny that grades are important.  Here’s a 
list of factors that made a difference for me in doing well during my first semester of law school. 
(1) READ ACTIVELY-possibly, the simplest thing to do on my list… 

Reading is a HUGE part of the law school experience. But I advocate that you do more than just 
“read,” you must read actively.  I know classmates who don’t read at all and those who just skim, 
nonchalantly highlighting as they go. This is not going to cut it. A lot of what you read are boring and 
confusing appellate cases. To actually learn what you need from these cases is not going to be 
accomplished by some highlights in your book.   

continued on page 18 
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Kelly Marshall sings in 
front of a crowd at Alltel 

Stadium. 

Erika Wilson

Singing on the Fifty Yard Line 

By Kelly Marshall 
 

Last fall, I was honored with the opportunity to sing the national 
anthem, “The Star-Spangled Banner,” at the October 8th Jacksonville Jaguar 
football game. Initially, when I found out in the summer of 2006 that I was 
going to be singing the national anthem, I was shocked. I had sent in a demo 
not too long before, but I wasn’t very sure where it would take me. Since I 
am a full time student and a full time athlete, running for UNF’s cross 
country and track team, I was worried that this opportunity might conflict 
with either or both of my prior commitments.  

As soon as I found out the date of the game I had to call my coach, 
Mark VanAlstyne, and make sure that I didn’t have a cross-country race. 
Luckily, the race we had that week was in Tallahassee on Saturday, October 
7th, a relatively close meet. The game was on Sunday in Jacksonville, but 
that Saturday I would be gone the entire day, limiting my time to practice 
the anthem in the stadium. The only times that I was given to practice in at 
Alltel before I actually sang the national anthem were Saturday at 1:00 p.m. 
or Sunday at 1:30 p.m., only 2 and a half hours before the game. Since I 
missed the Saturday rehearsal the only time, I had to practice at 1:30 p.m. 
Talk about last minute! I knew this well in advance, which just added to the 
excitement of the experience. Not only did I have all of this on my plate, I 
also had two tests the next week, which I had to study for despite the 
excitement of singing in front of 60,000 people.  

continued on page 16 
 

 

Life as a UNF Freshman 
By Erika Wilson 

 

It is hard enough to be a freshman in college. Students must break into the 
college world with all new friends, classes, and a different lifestyle.  Luckily 
enough, I have always known what I wanted to do with my life. I have always 
wanted to be an attorney.  After arriving on campus and with that goal in mind, I 
asked around campus and found out that UNF has a very good Pre-Law Program, 
which is run by Mr. Martin Edwards.  I immediately jumped at the opportunity to 
join and found Mr. Edward’s office right away. As soon as I walked in, I knew 
that it was exactly where I belong. As I sat down, he made me aware of everything 
the program offers including advice and materials to help students reach their 
goals or at least to figure out their goals.  

This program was made for students with a passion, a passion for law. I 
was introduced to many of the upperclassmen in the program, and they became 
my pseudo-advisors. As the year went on, I developed great relationships with my “advisors,” but now 
I refer to them as my second family.  The advice and help they shared with me throughout my 
freshman year was worth its weight in gold.  To them, this program was not just about making good 
grades and being on your best behavior.  It was about making a difference and proving, not just to 
others, but to yourself that you should and can strive for the best. The program helped me strengthen 
the goals I had made for myself long before I came to college. Mr. Edwards and the other students in 
the program taught me what it really meant to be part of something meaningful.  

continued on page 16 
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 Catherine (far left) sits with her friends around a  bride (middle) at a 
traditional wedding in Karachi, Pakistan. 

Buses and water trucks decorated in a peacock 
array of metal and paint speed past pedestrians who 
haphazardly cross a busy road in Karachi, Pakistan. 

An Unlikely Vacation Destination 
Spending a Summer in Pakistan 

By Catherine Moore 
 

 A couple of months ago, a 
bomb went off at the exact time and 
place I should have been. Instead, I 
was standing safely in a place that only 
a few hours earlier seemed exponent-
tially more frightening. The bomb was 
detonated around the same time I was 
leaving Abdullah Shah Ghazi, a 
Muslim mausoleum and shrine in 
Karachi, Pakistan. Soon after, my 

driver received a call. I heard the phone ring, unaware of the impending news. I watched as the smile on 
his face vanished. He calmly told us what had happened. I was shocked and unable to speak. In a 
moment, our carefree afternoon was transformed into a panicked rush to get home safely. We were 
informed a suicide bomber had bombed a marketplace on the other side of town. It was the same 
marketplace I was supposed to be visiting at that moment and its bombing resulted in street riots and 
police lockdowns. Instead I was at a shrine, repeatedly and ironically described as an unusually unsafe 
area with large number of drug addicts, beggars, thieves and religious people who often go into wild 
trances during their worship. Fortunately, although it didn’t seem so fortunate before the bombing, an 
opportunity arose earlier that afternoon for me to visit the shrine. Yet when I choose to go, I was 
terrified of the prospect and worried that a trip to the market would be much safer. The marketplace 
wasn’t safe, but I was. In those moments of insecurity and panic, I realized that sometimes the choices 
that seem the most risky are ones that, retrospectively, are 
the best of your life. For me, being in that place was a 
single scary moment among many in regard to that trip.  

A month before the bombing, I left for Pakistan in 
order to be at my best friend’s wedding. The trip was 
preceded by weeks of wavering between the apprehend-
sion that this trip would prove to be a disastrous mistake 
and my wholehearted desire to see my friend get married. 
After I finally decided to embark on this journey, the 
flight to Pakistan was the first hurdle for me to overcome. 
Flying from airport to airport, en route to my final 
destination, the world seemed to be shifting. New York 
and London were recognizable places where the majority 
of people spoke English and the airport was a typical mishmash of security checkpoints, duty-free shops, 
and tired people sitting in uncomfortable airport chairs. I had not yet reached the point where my fears 
about the trip began to really hit me.  

Dubai’s airport was incredibly unlike New York and London. It took my breath away and not 
just for welcomed reasons. Dubai is a massive airport that is both architecturally impressive but also 
confusing and nerve-wracking for a first time solo traveler like me. I arrived in Dubai at two o’clock in 
the morning before a rush of international passengers would swell the impressively long stretch of gates 
and help-desk kiosks. I made my way through a dimly-lit security check point completely alone. The 
guy checking my bags made a couple of barely decipherable jokes in English. He joked about how 
Americans must like to exercise because we all wear running shoes. I looked down at my red and white 
Puma’s, smiled and shrugged.  

continued on page 19 
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Tackling the LSAT 
(continued from page 4) 

After you’ve graded yourself, you should be 
able to figure out which sections you did the best 
on, and which you did the worst on. For any 
given test, there are five 35-minute proctored 
sections: 1 Logic Games, 1 Reading 
Comprehension, 2 Logical Reasonings, and 1 
“Experimental” section. The experimental 
section will look just like any other section, but 
varies from test to test, and is not graded. It could 
be a second logic games or reading 
comprehension section, or a third logical 
reasoning section. You’ll never really know 
which section is the experimental section until 
you’ve graded the test, so it’s not worth it to try 
and guess. After we know how we did, it’s time 
to apply this knowledge. 

So we’ve got a study plan, and we know our 
strengths and weaknesses. What do we do now? 
Put the plan into action. You should focus the 
bulk of your study time on the sections you did 
the worst in, but you should also make certain 
not to neglect your strengths. If you focus 
unerringly on only one section of the test, you 
will find yourself in trouble come test day. It is 
also important to let the structure of the test 
influence your study patterns. Look at the 
previous paragraph and ask yourself, “If I could 
do well in only one section of the test, which 
should it be?” Logical Reasoning, which has two 
sections on every test, is the choice which comes 
to mind most naturally. If you can turn logical 
reasoning into a strength, you have a greater 
opportunity to improve your score. 

With a test this imposing, many people have 
trouble focusing on how they should be studying 
even when they know what they should be 
studying. Individual study sessions shouldn’t go 
longer than 90 minutes without a break; after that 
you tend to lose focus. You should approach 
your studying in two ways: knowing the 
concepts, and knowing the test. Knowing the 
concepts means working through individual 
problems and focusing on getting the right 
answer every time. You shouldn’t worry about 
how long you are spending on problems at this 
point, but only trying to understand how to get 
the right answer. Along with this comes knowing 
the test. Like any standardized test, you will be 
challenged to answer all the available questions 
promptly and correctly. Furthermore, you need to 
maintain your focus for the 3-4 hours you’ll be at 
the test site. When you study to know the test, 
you practice your speed and focus. You should 
try to do sections of tests within the 35-minute 
time period. You can’t move your score up if 
you’re unable to answer all the questions. Less 
frequently, you should take another full-length 
test. This helps you to maintain your focus on the 
LSAT across five sections. By preparing both 
your knowledge of the questions along with your 
knowledge of the test structure, you can enhance 
your score even further. 

All your preparation culminates on test day, 
when you should arrive confident and calm. I’m 
a big believer in determination and confidence as 
influences in how people achieve, and the LSAT 
is no different. You have to have confidence in 
your abilities in order to perform at your highest. 
By test day you should have practiced hundreds 
of problems, and taken at least three full-length 
practice tests. You’ve been working both on 
taking the test itself and mastering the content of 
the questions. Carrying a positive mindset into 
the test will do wonders, helping you deal with 
the stress and be able to perform at the best of 
your abilities. So relax, have fun, and show the 
world what you can do. 

Right: Wesley Page 
delivers an opening 

statement during 
Mr. Edwards’s 

Mock Trial class 
last summer. 
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Personal Statement 
(continued from page 6) 

The blatant thrust of the essay becomes “I 
possess these strengths, this is how I gained and 
use them, and this is how they will help me, my 
fellow law school students, the law school, and 
the profession.” This focus becomes a thread 
sustaining the argument of the essay that 
consistently reminds the admission reviewers of 
the applicant’s unique traits and assets, provides 
evidence of how they were achieved, and relates 
them to successful law schoolwork and law 
practice. An effective sustained selling-of-the-self 
argument proves that the applicant already 
possesses one of the most necessary skills of 
lawyering—adopting a position and successfully 
persuading and convincing through the use of 
substantial and pertinent evidence of its accuracy. 

Whatever the subject matter, the essay must 
demonstrate strong writing skills. That means 
thinking critically about what the applicant 
intends to say and saying it in the strongest and 
most definitive terms instead of generalities and 
vague representations. For example, students 
frequently write that they have always been 
interested in law, or that they want to become a 
lawyer because they want to help people, or that 
they want to study international law and work 
abroad. These thoughts must be transformed to 
specifics. A student might be interested in law 
because the ability to manipulate adeptly the laws 
and procedures appeals to their creativity and 
imagination. A student who envisions law as a 
vehicle to contribute to society needs to voice 
more substantially how their altruistic inclinations 
and legal skills can be specifically directed into 
such areas as public interest law, public defender 
work, or alternative dispute resolution or 
elsewhere. A student who recognizes the 
decreasing global environment should 
acknowledge also the broadness of the term 
‘international law’ which encompasses 
negotiating contracts for international businesses 
as well as government treaties among its many 
facets.  

Essay writers also must harken to their college 
writing classes, recalling the steps of the writing 
process and composing essays exhibiting 
impressive writing skills. In addition to forming a 
definitive thesis, writers must concentrate on word 
choice or diction so that every word is the best word 
to convey what they mean. Writers should display 
their vitality as well as the essay’s, using active 
verbs and present tense, purging the deadening 
passive voice and forms of the verb ‘to be,’ and 
replacing inflated and meaningless phrasing with 
concise articulation correctly punctuated. Keep in 
mind Plain English, a popular movement in legal 
writing which dismisses much of the esoteric and 
remote language of legal writing. Avoid convoluted 
sentence structure and long, textually-dense 
paragraphs. Present an inflexible tone of sincere 
self-confidence in a progressive, developmental 
pace, explaining away any weaknesses or 
counterviews to this self-promotion. Allow time to 
revise and rewrite. The transparency of a hastily 
written essay demands a hasty dismissal. 

These three guidelines raise personal essays 
from an ancillary element of the application process 
to a rank equivalent to grade averages and text 
scores so that the personal essay can be a deciding 
admission factor. Personal essays tell reviewers 
more about the applicants’ merits than any other 
part of the admission process. They substitute for 
personal interviews, allowing applicants to 
underscore their strongest attributes. The personal 
essay experience is an exciting and fun challenge, 
requiring reflection and stretching the abilities. In 
doing so, applicants confirm they know and can 
meet this particular burden of proof. 
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Left: Required reading for Dr. 
Courtwright’s “Violence in 

America” section of “Topics in 
Law & Society” 

Topics in Law & Society 
(continued from page 6) 

The class is amazing and incredably 
interesting. In particular, I ordered the required 
book in the mail and within a weekend had read 
the entire thing. I couldn’t help but read nonstop 
as I turned the pages to see what would happen 
next, each new event causing me to groan and 
turn to a friend who had the bad luck of sitting 
next to me and say, “Are you kidding me?! You 
are not going to believe what just happened!” Not 
only the book, but also 
the arrangement of the 
course and the pace at 
which the class moves 
keeps me consistently 
involved. I feel as if I am 
getting a semester long 
course condensed into 
five weeks and look 
forward to the next five 
week section that I am 
scheduled to take. 

Like “Violence in America,” each course is a 
five week in-depth examination of its respective 
topic. All the courses fall under the HIS 3931 
heading but must be registered for as individual 
sections. Initally, as a result of Banner errors, 
students had to call the History office for approval 
to take more than one section.  

Dr. Courtwright hopes that the one-credit class 
option becomes more readily avaliable both in the 
history department and throughout the university, 
“It is my hope that this will expand beyond me.” He 
envisions future courses taught by professors on 
their specialties, which would result in courses that 
are in-depth and focused for students interested in 
one particular subject matter like the death penalty 
or the causes and effects of lawsuits.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
Student Government 
(continued from page 7) 

People come up to me all the time and say 
how this must be a great accolade to put on my 
résumé, but it’s not really about that. My grades 
have dropped, I get stressed out consistently and I 
feel like I have a million things to do everyday. 
Still interested in Student Government? Well, you 
should be! Despite the amount of work that you 
have to do in Student Government, it is probably 
one of the most rewarding things you can do in 
college. The chance to serve and represent over 
16,000 students is enormous and it offers you the 
special opportunity to make a difference on this 
campus.  

I’ve had an amazing time at UNF, so many 
faculty and staff have reached out to me and made 
my success their success. Dr. Edwards is perfect 
example of this. When I first decided to run to be 
the next Student Body Vice President in early 
2006, Dr. Edwards was so supportive and gave 
me a lot of encouragement. It is those sorts of 
experiences that have made my time at UNF 
memorable. The chance to give back to this 

campus is an incredible opportunity. Again serving 
in Student Government is neither about the money 
nor about the next thing you can put on your 
résumé, it’s about making a difference in the time 
you have here at UNF. There are so many ways to 
get involved in SG. Working as a Senator is a great 
way to step out and get involved. There are also 
great ways to serve on the executive and judicial 
branches.  

Student Government has made a lasting 
impression on my life and I believe that one day 
when I’m old and grey, I’ll see it as a pivotal point 
in my life when I made a sacrifice and served 
diligently for the greater good of the Student Body 
at UNF. Students at UNF have that same 
opportunity and should definitely take advantage of 
it. President Richard Nixon once said that “A man 
who has never lost himself in a cause bigger than 
himself has missed one of life’s mountaintop 
experiences. Only in losing himself does he find 
himself.” 
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Editing the Spinnaker 
(continued from page 7) 

 

My first production night, we worked on the 
paper until 7 a.m., just barely sending the paper to 
the printer before our cut-off time. The student 
who was in charge of laying out pages quit, and 
we made a fact error on the front page—a 
journalist’s worst nightmare behind being sued for 
libel.  

But each week into the job got brighter—one 
of the lightest points was the journalism 
conference we attended in St. Louis the week the 
Cardinals won the World Series. We snagged 
private sessions with top newspaper designers and 
had the opportunity to attend hundreds of 
workshops ranging from column writing to ethics. 
And the best part was our ad revenue paid for 
everything. 

Until my term as editor runs out, I will have 
had the opportunity to publish and edit 4,000 
copies of the Spinnaker, reach a campus of more 
than 20,000 readers and tell students, faculty, 
administrators and staff news that affects their 
lives. And on top of it, I practiced managing staff, 
running a business and received a paycheck.  

Walking into the Spinnaker as a sophomore is one 
of the best decisions I’ve made in my academic 
career. My term as editor will make me more 
competitive on paper, and I’ll graduate with more 
than just my GPA and a degree. 

The Spinnaker is always looking for 
contributing writers, editors, photographers and 
designers. The good thing about not attending a 
big university is that in our staff of less than 20, 
we’re always looking for helping hands.  

The Spinnaker is located in Building 14, room 
2627 and accessible through the Web at 
unfspinnaker.com 

Applications are downloadable, but I’d really 
like to meet you in person. You can reach me at 
the Spinnaker at 620-1598, or you can e-mail me 
at uspinnak@unf.edu.  
 

  

 
Singing for the Jaguars 
(continued from page 8) 
 

Freshman Experiences 
(continued from page 8) 

On the bus to Tallahassee for my race, I 
managed to study for my tests, which helped to 
take my mind off of singing and excitement of 
the next day would bring. I must admit, though, 
I tend to do better in school when I have more 
activities going on in my life. The more 
activities I have, the better I plan out my time 
and am able to focus on my grades. Overall, 
singing the national anthem in front of 60,000 
people was wonderful and worth doing all over 
again. 

Now, I am somewhat of a veteran student 
“advising” students in the same place I found 
myself a year ago. The best advice that I can 
give to these new students in the program would 
be to never settle for anything less then what 
you want, no matter what anyone thinks or what 
opinion someone might throw at you. For this, 
the Pre-Law Program is worthwhile; it 
challenges you to strive for what you want. The 
Program can only benefit anyone that joins, for 
those people who want to better themselves or 
those that have the desire to succeed.   
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Leadership Opportunities 
(continued from page 8) 

 
While president, I was required to efficiently 

run weekly chapter meetings and annual 
charitable events that raised thousands of dollars 
to organizations such as Prevent Child Abuse 
America, Girl Scouts of the USA, Orthopedic 
Surgeons Awards and Wolfson’s Children’s 
Hospital. I was responsible for delegating duties 
to other chapter officers and to effectively 
communicate with our national organization and 
the University. Effective communication, 
planning and speaking skills will undoubtedly 
help me succeed in law school and my future law 
career.  

The job of the president of an organization of 
123 women is not always fun and games. I had to 
contend with hardships of members, learn to 
accept failure and be a mediator. To successfully 
complete my duties as President, I had to put my 
heart and soul into my work and my chapter. 
When things did not turn out exactly how I 
wanted them to, I had to accept it and move on.  

A lawyer has to deal with similar problems during 
his or her career when losing a case or telling 
someone’s family member that their loved one is 
going to prison.  

Currently I am applying to law schools thanks 
to Mr. Martin Edwards, our Pre-Law advisor, and 
the Pre-Law Program. Without their assistance, I 
would be lost in the burdensome procedure each 
applicant must follow. Along with the Pre Law 
Program, the leadership and community service 
that my sorority has provided me is great for my 
résumé and my law school applications. It also 
taught me innumerous skills and lessons that I 
will use for the rest of my time here at UNF and 
throughout my law career. I would recommend 
any student who is looking for leadership 
opportunities in college to look into joining a 
sorority or fraternity. The opportunities are 
endless and will help you further your college and 
professional careers.  

 
Diversifying our Campus 
(continued from page 8) 
 

It is also because we have evolved in the way 
we reach out to the students, allowing their 
understanding and response to the agency to be 
outstanding! Currently our membership is at its 
peak of 500 members, 20% of which are not even 
of African descent!   As I reflect on the purpose of 
AASU, being to culturally enrich the UNF student 
body by adding to the educational and social 
developmental processes through our program-
ming, I am mentally at ease with regards to 
whether we are achieving that goal.   

Diversification in a higher learning institution 
is a vital element to the ability of that institution 
to prepare its students for the real world.  Being a 
student at UNF, compiled with the opportunity to 
service the university and its students has 
definitely proven gratifying.  I am able, as 
Director of AASU, to sit on a variety of university 
committees, meet regularly with students 
regarding their concerns, and represent their 

concerns with faculty and administration.  The 
issues that are evidently pressing in society 
coupled with the issues that are under the surface 
are the ones that we target in planning and 
programming.   

AASU has had a motto since its founding that 
speaks volumes to its ability to really harvest 
diversity on UNF’s campus.  That motto is “Unity 
is our Strength.  For the school term 2006-2007, I 
as director have been able to develop the core 
agency goals for the year.  The theme for the year 
summarizes those goals and it is “Enabling 
Greatness.” 

It is my prayer the student body has been able 
to become greater as individuals and as a group of 
people responsible for tomorrow, and that AASU 
has been an asset to that growth.  I look forward 
to the many other capacities and roles that I may 
play here on campus and in the greater 
Jacksonville community over the next few years.   
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1L Advice 
(continued from page ) 
 

Take notes while you read, make a summary 
and do a case brief for all the cases you read. I 
am sure that you will learn the details of “how 
to brief a case” when you first begin law school, 
but for a brief (no pun intended) overview, it 
usually consists of the procedural posture of the 
case, the facts of the case, the issue the court 
was deciding, the holding and what rule you can 
take out of the case. Many students do this for 
the first couple of weeks and then quit 
altogether. I think that you will definitely find 
ways to cut corners and shorten this process, but 
do not completely disregard it. I guarantee you 
will be thankful during finals time for having 
done this. 
(2)  IN-CLASS PARTICIPATION 

As I said before, I believe that maintaining a 
“happy middle” is by far the best approach. I 
don’t think law professors appreciate the 
“gunner” or the slacker in their class. If you read 
actively, you will be prepared for class. Being 
prepared also means bringing your notes, 
summaries, briefs and of course your books to 
class. Some professors will call on you and 
others will ask for volunteers.  Volunteer from 
time to time in order to learn and to keep the 
momentum of the class discussion going. Don’t 
worry, you will probably notice if you are 
volunteering too often. Even if you are shy or 
not the volunteering sort, it will help you even if 
you do so only a couple of times.   

Being able to volunteer requires you to pay 
close attention and actively listen during class.  
Volunteering also prepares you for speaking in 
front of the class. You will be required to do 
oral arguments in some classes and if you have 
a terrible fear of doing so, volunteering in class 
is a “safe” environment great place with which 
to practice.   

Most law professors are not as terrifying as 
you see in movies like The Paper Chase, and 
although some are rather tough on their 
students, it is something you will have to accept 
as a fact at any school. In your career, you are 
going to have to speak with other attorneys, 
judges, and juries for which these skills should 
develop while you are still in law school.   

(3) WEEKLY REVIEWS 
This may be the hardest thing for first year 

students to do. Many are so caught up in the 
balancing act of an enormous work load while 
trying to have a social life that a review each 
week is largely overlooked. However, it is 
necessary. In each class, you receive only one 
grade per semester: your final exam. An 
enormous amount of information is subject to be 
on that exam, and law professors do not give 
you a nice review sheet like you often receive at 
UNF.  This one grade is your only grade. If you 
have a “bad day” on a final, then you have a bad 
semester. Basically, you must take it seriously 
and prepare all semester long. Cramming during 
the given reading period is not enough. Moreso, 
law exams are not simply about regurgitating 
facts. While memorizing a lot of information is 
required, that is only the first step. You must 
read a hypothetical situation, analyze it, 
remember what law(s) are applicable and then 
go into a legal analysis of each of those 
possibilities. Law professors will ask you to cite 
to statutes and cases while you analyze all the 
legal possibilities.  This sort of analysis is far 
more difficult than simply memorizing. 
Preparing for law exams is a semester-long 
process that begins from the first day of class.  

I had a professor this past who would ask 
questions in class that someone would answer. 
The professor replied, “Ha, that’s the answer 
alright, but in law school, you’ll be lucky if the 
right answer gets you a ‘C’. A ‘B’ student goes 
through all the possibilities, citing relevant 
authority, dismissing legal claims that wouldn’t 
hold up and finally, deciding on the best choice.  
You might get an ‘A’ if you do all that AND 
write it well.”  Standards are different here. 

A great idea for a weekly review is to set up 
a period of time on the weekend that is just for 
review. Go through all your notes from home 
and from class on every subject and put it into 
outline format. Make sure you understand every 
concept and that your notes are complete and 
sufficient. If you realize that you don’t 
completely understand everything, make an 
appointment to meet with  

continue on page 20  
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Above: Catherine (center) happily waits in line for a candy 
version of a popular Pakistani snack called Paan. 

Above: Catherine (far left) dances in front of a crowd of guests 
at her friend’s mehndi, one of the many wedding events. 

Above: The bride’s family members prepare baskets of 
multicolored bangles to offer to guests during one of the many 

wedding parties. 

Vacation in Pakistan 
(continued from page 11) 

In the main part of the airport, as I anxiously 
looked around for my gate, referring to the arrival 
and departure screens flashing flight information 
in Arabic, I realized that I was the only American 
and one of only three women in sight. I walked 
past a group of Saudi men who all turned towards 
me and then whispered to each other as I passed. 
Nervous was not the word for what I was feeling, 
but I admit that my paranoia was probably only 
agitated by the fact that I hadn’t slept in over 30 
hours. Fortunately, the airport soon filled with 
people from all corners of the globe and I found 
my plane and boarded.  

Within a couple hours I arrived in Pakistan. 
Upon my arrival, I realized how out of place I was 
as a young, white female unable to communicate 
except to say hello to the people around me. I 
began to panic, unsure of where to go or who to 
speak with; I felt more foreign than I had ever felt 
in my life, even more so than in Dubai. In my 
distress, I found my way to a bathroom to calm 
myself before approaching customs. After gaining 
some confidence, I made my way through security 
to luggage claim and successfully retrieved my 
suitcases.  

For a month, I lived with my best friend and 
her family, who diligently watched what I ate, 
who I spoke with and where I went, always 
careful not to allow me to take unnecessary risks. 
Most days in Pakistan were unexpectedly normal 
and relatively boring. Although, I did experience 

the joys of a heat rash and the constant stomach 
uneasiness that every person in Pakistan 
experiences from time to time. I spent my month 
there napping away the heat in the afternoon 
(much like everyone else I met), drinking boiling 
hot chai on the patio in the mid-afternoon heat of 
100 degrees with my friend’s grandmother or 
playing PlayStation with my friend’s thirteen 
year-old cousins. Besides the bombing incident, 
the biggest adventure of the day was usually 
guessing what time the electricity would go out, 
hopefully not before we saved our progress on 
Playstation’s Godfather game.  

Visiting Pakistan was an amazing experience, 
full of memories that continue to make me smile. 
I am incredibly grateful that my fears about 
Pakistan, although warranted, did not stop me 
from having such an unbelievable month.  
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1L Advice  
(continued from page 17) 
your professor or someone from class who could 
help you understand it. Professors are much more 
receptive to help you at the beginning of the 
semester or right when the confusion emerges, as 
opposed to you going to them the week before 
finals with questions from all throughout the 
semester. Law school goes fast at An incredibly 
high pace. Without these reviews, you will be 
swept up, not knowing the areas you need to work 
on until it is too late. It is crucial to know those 
areas and begin working on them long before 
finals. 
(4) “DON’T DUMP THE DATE THAT 
TOOK YOU TO THE PROM” 

You must be an intelligent person to have 
gotten this far and come to law school at all. You 
obviously did things right in your academic career 
thus far so don’t give up on those things that work 
for you. People are going to tell you “Do this and 
do that” during law school and, while you should 
take their advice, don’t give up on something that 
has always worked for you. Adapt & personalize. 
People told me that making flash cards in law 
school is not helpful and that its all about the 
outlines. I took that advice and made sure to make 
outlines, but I still made note cards for certain 
things like case names and statutes. We all have 
good study habits and bad study habits when 
coming into law school.  Try to work on the bad 
ones, add in some of the good advice you receive 
from others, but if there is something that works 
for you, keep it.  

You don’t want to lose yourself while you’re 
in law school, as easy as that may be to do. I 
know in my first year, I was consumed with the 
reading and classes and study groups. Sometimes 
I forgot who I was before law school and even 
why I was here. Try and hold onto your strengths 
from before law school because they are what will 
set you apart from the rest of your class. For me, it 
took a combination of basic law school study 
strategies and what worked for me in the past.   

Even in your personal life, don’t “dump your 
prom date.” It is a well-known fact that “law 
school ruins relationships” (Just kidding!). But it 
does seriously strain your personal relationships if 
you let it. I try to keep my priorities straight. If 

you are single, maybe law school can be number 
one in your life, but if you are married or have 
children, you need to devote as much time as 
necessary to all of those things. Being in law 
school does not give you license to blow off 
people or family or mistreat them. Make a study 
schedule and stick to it.  As a lawyer you’re going 
to have to learn how to balance your career with 
your personal life and the same thing is true for 
law school. It helps me to have people in my life 
supporting me through a time as stressful as law 
school, and I try to treat those people well even 
when I am seriously stressed. Even if you aren’t 
married and you don’t have any children, law 
school cannot be the only thing in your life. I try 
to set aside a set amount of time for each task and 
leave it at that. Law school cannot consume your 
entire life and if it does, it is likely that you will 
not be very productive completely burnt out.   

 
I know I was sick of hearing the law school 

horror stories and advice from people who seemed 
full of themselves. I hope I am not coming off like 
another one of those people. I’d rather be the 
voice telling you that you should take what you 
hear with a grain of salt, know who you are, be 
open to change if necessary, but keep the things 
that make you unique. I can’t promise it is going 
to be easy, but for me it is rewarding so far.  
Knowing that you can succeed in law school and 
do well offers a great sense of satisfaction. It is 
totally possible to succeed if you stay organized 
and keep up with the work load.   

If you would like more advice or have any 
questions about being a 1L, my door is always 
open. It was a great help for me to have many 
people offering advice and support before I 
began.  Stetson Law is a great legal program. We 
have nationally-ranked Trial and Moot Court 
teams and an award winning Research and 
Writing Program.  If you are coming to take a 
tour of Stetson or would like more information 
about Stetson, feel free to contact me as well. I 
really look forward to hearing from and maybe 
even meeting you! The Stetson law web address 
is www.law.stetson.edu and my email address is 
Jsimonse@law.stetson.edu.   


